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EDITORIAL
Enjoy a 

shake, help 
provide 

critical care

Local McDonald’s restaurants are 
giving area residents an opportu
nity to help build a room inside 

the Janet Weis Children’s Hospital in 
Danville that will provide critical care 
— for the parents and families of ill 
children.

Approximately 75 percent of the 
$880,000 needed to build the Ron
ald McDonald House family room at 
Geisinger’s children’s hospital has been 
raised, and two new fundraising proj
ects in March could push this excellent 
project over the finish line.

The 1,100-square-foot room will be a 
place for the Ronald McDonald House 
to care for families of critically ill 
children during times when they cannot 
leave their loved ones for even an hour, 
said Kevin Lanciotti, president and 
board chairman of the Ronald McDon
ald House.

Family members will be able to go to 
the room — just steps away from their 
children — to eat, take a shower or rest. 
It will have a kitchenette, a full bath
room, a comfortable living area, two 
sleep rooms, a quiet seating area, inter
net access, a napping area and volunteer 
staff to provide whatever assistance may 
be necessary.

Thomas Rippon, a McDonald’s owner 
and operator and co-founder and chair
man emeritus of the Danville Ronald 
McDonald House, recently intro
duced the restaurant fundraisers, titled 
“Change the Luck of a Child.”

A total of 63 McDonald's restaurants 
across Northeastern Pennsylvania, will 
work to raise more than $85,000 from 
March 1 through 17.

Customers can buy paper shamrocks 
for $1, $3 and $5 to support the proj
ect and 25 cents from every shamrock 
drink sold from March 11 through 
March 17, including shakes, frappes, hot 
chocolates and mochas, will support the 
fund.

“We are asking our customers, many 
of whom are very loyal, to get behind 
us,” Rippon said.

“The money goes to help families 
who really need help.”

The hospital family room will be an 
extension of services currently provided 
by the Ronald McDonald House of 
Danville, which has served more than 
365,000 guests of children treated at 
Geisinger over the past 35 years.

Any additional funds exceeding the 
$880,000 needed for construction costs 
will be used to furnish the room, cur
rently scheduled to open in May.

For more information on the Ronald 
McDonald House of Danville and the 
new family room, to make a donation 
or to volunteer, see the website at http:// 
rmhdanville.org.

Finding
In the aftermath of the presidential election, 

Susquehanna Valley Christians, inspired by 
the prophet Isaiah's “Here I am; send me” 

response to God, came together to determine 
what we could offer to America during this 
dark, angry, and dangerous time.

We call ourselves the Isaiah 6:8 Group - 
Finding The Way. The first part of our name 
is a reference to the biblical text in which the 
prophet Isaiah promised to dedicate his life 
to serving God. The second part recalls that 
the early Christians referred to themselves as 
followers of The Way. “The Way” is one of the 
titles Jesus gives to himself. We feel called to 
name and follow The Way’s teachings about 
social justice.

Some of us joined the group because we ex
perienced our very own “Bonhoeffer moment,” 
so named for the German pastor, theologian 
and anti-Nazi dissident who was one of the 
founding members of the Confessing Church.
It is our opinion that the time has come for 
Christians to stand against the hijacking of the 
Gospel by those who seek to further their own 
idolatrous and partisan ends.

It’s time, we believe, to cease transforming 
partisan politics into a faux-religion.

It’s time to reclaim Christianity.
It’s hard to comprehend a period when 

political and social upheaval was worse than it 
is now—where fear for one’s country, oneself, 
and one’s loved ones was the norm, and where 
oppression was an everyday occurrence.

But it was so in Jesus’ time, too.
Throughout his ministry, many urged him 

to lead a political rebellion or violent revolt 
against Israel’s oppressors. Such measures 
seemed the only possible options to free Israel 
from its captors and inaugurate God’s kingdom 
on earth.

Instead, Jesus taught and exemplified a new 
way of dedicated love and service.

We believe his example offers a healing 
and transformative way to see, act, and feel in 
today’s polarized political environment.

The Isaiah 6:8 Group values and seeks to 
follow, in thought, word, and deed, this way.

The Way honors advocacy for the poor

Regarding Professor Charles Sackrey’s Let
ter to the Editor that ran on Jan. 16: First, the 
5,000 students need good grades from you. 
Second, Castro indoctrinated you, showing 
only what he wanted you to see.

The New York Times gave a glowing report 
of Castro fighting for “social justice,” freedom, 
etc., but Castro lied. Batista fled at midnight 
on New Year’s Day 1959 and Castro moved 
into Havana. Five hundred Batista officials 
were court martialed and shot to death. In May 
1959, he began confiscating privately owned 
agricultural land including land owned by 
Americans.

Once he had power, there was no freedom. He 
jailed anyone who dared call for free elections.

In 1961, when he said he was a Socialist-Le- 
ninist, people were dismayed. Breaking from 
him put them and their families at risk. Clergy 
were harassed and closed their churches. His 
system set neighbors informing on neighbors. 
Thousands of dissidents and homosexuals 
were sentenced to prison or labor camps. His 
regime controlled all publications and broad
casting. He used firing squads — executions 
documented at 3,615 — to enforce discipline 
and punish disloyal followers and escapees.

In 1989, Army General Ochoa and three oth-

the Way
THE REV. ROBIN JARRELL
My Turn

in spirit, those who mourn, and the meek.
It supports those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, 
the peacemakers, and those persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake. It promotes policies, 
programs, and practices that feed the hungry 
and thirsty, clothe the naked, heal the sick, 
welcome the stranger, show justice to prison
ers. It works cooperatively with other groups, 
Christian or not, who share our vision of a 
more just and compassionate world.

The reclamation of Christianity must come 
not through hatred, blaming, or violence, but 
through a spirit of inclusiveness and generos
ity preached by both the Hebrew prophets and 
Jesus Christ. Such a spirit loves profligately 
and without discrimination, practices radical 
hospitality to the stranger, and protects soci
ety’s most vulnerable.

These values trump political partisanship 
and party loyalty of any kind.

We members of the Isaiah 6:8 Group are 
lay and ordained, and we come from various 
backgrounds, denominations, and life experi
ence. But we all share a common vision. One 
of us, a retired Presbyterian minister who for 
28 years has tried to live out St. Francis of 
Assisi’s counsel to “preach the Gospel at all 
times, and when necessary use words,” puts it 
well. She joined the Group out of a desire to 
remind herself and her fellow Christians what 
it means to follow the Way of Jesus. But she 
also welcomes honest and open dialogue with 
those who think differently.

So do the rest of us. After all, finding and fol
lowing The Way means building bridges instead 
of walls, and listening rather than banning.

If you feel likewise, join us. For more in
formation, visit our website at https://isaiah68. 
org/. You can also find us on Facebook and at 
Twitter: Isaiah68group @FindingTheWayl.

■ The Rev. Robin Jarrell, of Lewisbug, is 
a member of The Isaiah 6:8 Group.

ers were forced to confess, given a farce trial, 
and killed by a firing squad enabling brother 
Raul to become minister of defense.

He allowed the Soviets to build missile- 
launching sites capable of reaching major U.S. 
cities leading to a harrowing standoff between 
the U.S. and Russia in the Fall of 1962. This 
could have escalated to nuclear war. American 
ships floated between Cuba and the U.S. and 
the world was tense for 13 days before launch
ing pads were dismantled.

Castro supported communism and sent 
troops to support revolutions in Angola, Mo
zambique, and Ethiopia where thousands were 
killed. President Reagan called him ruthless.

Castro executed three men who hijacked a 
ferry boat to escape Cuba. He sank the De Marzo 
tugboat killing Cuban women and children. He 
shot down an American civilian aircraft, killing 
four people; three were American citizens.

Harvard-trained Professor Armando Lago 
believes tens of thousands died trying to flee, 
5,300 died at the Bay of Pigs, 14,000 in revo
lutionary wars abroad, and 50,000 in Soviet- 
backed Angola.

Ruth Schaffer,
Dornsife

GEORGE WILL
Washington Post Writers’ Group

An adult voice 
amid pandemic 

childishness

In his 72 years, Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson 
III of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit, who was raised in segregated 

Richmond, Virginia, acknowledges that he has 
seen much change, often for the better, including 
advances in the 1960s. But in his elegant new 
memoir, “All Falling Faiths: Reflections on the 
Promise and Failure of the 1960s,” he explains 
why today’s distemper was incubated in that 
“burnt and ravaged forest of a decade.”

He arrived at Yale in September 1963, a year 
after John Kerry and a year before George W. 
Bush, “never dreaming that this great univer
sity would in many ways set the example of 
what education should not be.” Everything on 
campus became politicized, a precursor to the 
saturation of the larger culture. America was 
careening toward today’s contentiousness, as 
“those who rightly challenged the assumptions 
of others became slowly more indignant at any 
challenge to their own.”

As the teaching of American history became 
“one extended exercise in self-flagellation,” 
historical illiteracy grew, leading to today’s “War 
on Names.” Wilkinson’s book arrives as Yale, 
plumbing new depths of shallowness, renames 
Calhoun College. Yale has chosen virtue-signal
ing rather than teaching. It should have helped 
students think about the complex assessments of 
complicated historical figures, such as the South 
Carolinian who was a profound political theorist, 
an anti-imperialist, an accomplished statesman 
and a defender of slavery, a challenging com
pound of greatness and moral failure. Yale’s past, 
as Wilkinson experienced it, was prologue: “Yale 
itself became less a place for original thought 
than an intellectual inferno policed for its al
legiance to the prevailing alienation.”

Disoriented by the Vietnam War, “Yale 
became a place of childlike clarity. I arrived at 
a university that asked questions; I left one that 
fastened a creed.” We still live with this 1960s 
legacy — controversy has acquired a “razor’s 
edge” and “venom and vehemence” have be
come fashionable.

Wilkinson’s memoir also arrives as the nation 
braces for another battle over a Supreme Court 
nominee, perhaps illustrating Wilkinson’s belief 
that another legacy of the 1960s is that “Ameri
ca’s legal culture is also terribly divided.” When 
he entered law school in 1968, the school’s dean 
said: “Laws are the great riverbanks between 
which society flows.” The law, the dean said, 
“verbalized aggression,” taming it through an 
adversarial system that requires each party to 
listen to the other's argument.

For the Earl Warren Court, Wilkinson, who 
was nominated to the bench by Ronald Rea
gan, has warm words: It “opened the arteries 
of change, broadened the franchise, equalized 
access to schools and facilities, gave the common 
man the First Amendment, and donated to a soci
ety in turmoil its lasting gift of peaceful change.” 

In addition to being an ornament to the na
tion’s judiciary, Wilkinson is a splendid anach
ronism, a gentleman raised by a father who 
“came to Saturday breakfast in his coat and tie” 
and who believed that “manners fortified man 
against his nature.” Wilkinson was raised in 
1950s affluence: Summers were “a long queue 
of black-tie galas,” “luncheons in the day and 
debutante parties every evening.”

When he went to prep school in New Jersey, 
his Southern accent caused a telephone operator 
to ask him to “speak English.”

But in the coarsening, embittering 1960s, 
Wilkinson writes, “more Americans annihilated 
fellow citizens in their consciousness than were 
slain on the field of any battle.” In a harbinger 
of very recent events, “the shorthaired and hard- 
hatted sensed that class prejudice had simply 
been substituted for race hatred.”

He locates the genesis of today’s politics 
of reciprocal resentments in “the contempt 
with which the young elites of the Sixties 
dismissed the contributions of America’s 
working classes.” We have reached a point 
where “sub-cultures begin to predominate and 
the power of our unifying symbols fades. We 
become others to ourselves.” The “insistent 
presentism” that became a permanent mental
ity in the 1960s cripples our ability to contem
plate where we came from or can go. “Some
times individuals lose, and societies gain,” 
Wilkinson writes. “Maybe someone’s loss of 
privilege is another’s gain in dignity. Perhaps 
there is a selfishness in every song of lament.” 
At this moment of pandemic vulgarity and 
childishness, his elegiac memoir is a precious 
reminder of what an adult voice sounds like.

■ George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.

About the opinion page

Local editorials are the opinion of 
the newspaper. Letters represent the 
opinion of the letter writer, syndicated 
columnists are presenting their views 
on national and international issues and 
local columnists are espousing their 
points of view, none of which necessar
ily represents the newspaper’s opinion. 
It is our hope that the collective opin
ions presented here encourage you to 
share your opinions and further a public 
debate about the issues of our lives in a 
letter to the editor.

LETTERS 

Teach the truth

Frank Leto, Publisher B B I Dennis M. Lyons, Editor
fleto@dailyitem.com B j 1%." B Wáükm I B 1 I dlyons@dailyitem.com

570-988-5466 V 570-988-5482
www.dailyitem.com • 200 Market Street, Sunbury, PA, 17801 • 570-286-5671

Patricia Bennett Norman Sinclair Lenny Machesic William Bowman Dave Hilliard
Director of Advertising Director of Audience Development Controller Managing Editor Managing Editor/Online

pbennett@dailyitem.com nsinclair@dailyitem.com lmachesic@dailyitem.com bbowman@dailyitem.com dhilliard@dailyitem.com
570-988-5467 570-988-5483 570-988-5468 570-988-5474 570-988-5484

Community members of Daily Item Community Advisory Board: Harvey Edwards, Sue Mathias, Dr. John Pagana, Joanne Troutman

ongress  
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

—THE FIRST AMENDMENT


